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he cast anchor in a bay which the islanders called by the
uncouth name of Warakakooa. "No where in the course
" of my voyages," says Cook, "had I seen so numerous a
" body of people assembled at one place. For besides
" those who had come off to U5 in canoes, all the shore
" of the bay was covered with spectators, and many
" hundreds were swimming round the ships like shoals of
"fish."*

With these people Captain Cook maintained during
many weeks a friendly intercourse, and when he sailed
from their country left them on good terms. Unhappily,
soon after his departure he was compelled to return by a
violent storm, which damaged one of his ships. During
that second visit, the cutter of the Discovery being stolen
by the natives, Cook went on shore with a party of nine
or ten marines in hopes to regain it. He immediately
marched into the village, where he was received with the
usual marks of respect, the people prostrating themselves
before him, and bringing their accustomed offerings of
small hogs. He was still in parley with their Chief close
to the sea-shore, when the news came that in another part
of the bay, the boats' companies had engaged against some
canoes and killed one of their principal men. Upon this
a disorderly conflict soon arose. The marines and boats*
crew appear to have fired without waiting for orders.
This fire was answered by a volley of stones and a
struggle hand to hand. The Captain himself then found
it necessary to discharge both barrels of his gun, the
second loaded with ball. His undaunted demeanour
struck awe into the natives, and so long as he continued
to face them it was observed that they offered him no
violence. But in his anxk'ty to prevent further bloodshed,
he turned round, calling to the boats to cease firing and
pull in. Just then he was stabbed in the back, and fell
with his face into the water. Of his little party, four
were killed, and the survivors, some of them mortally
wounded, could only save themselves by swimming to the
boats.

Thus in February, 1779, died Captain James Cook;
a name deserving of an honourable place in the British

* Third Voyage, vol. ii. p. 549.